
Key terms and People

Code

Cuneiform

Hammurabi

Hammurabi’s Code
· King Hammurabi wrote down rules for empire
· Whatever you do to someone is done back to you (eye for an eye)
· Contains 282 laws – trade, labor, property, and family
· Different punishments for breaking same rules  based on victims social class (higher class, harsher punishment)
· Accidentally breaking law = crime
Scary Law

If doctor performs operation on citizen and kills citizen, then doctor loses hand

Doc = higher class than free person but below noble

Laws for Everyone

Important b/c written down

Everyone could know the rules and punishments

First set of laws that apply to everyone (all classes)

The art of writing
Writing developed in Mesopotamia in 3,500 BC
Writing was very valuable skill
Scribes = extremely important
Easier to remember w/ writing
Very few people can write
Scribes recorded sales, taxes, presents, marriages and deaths
(sounds like they know math)
They make permanent records
Have different/special tasks

